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I. A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
  Chairperson Barbalunga opened the meeting. 
 
"Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, s. 20, I am hereby informing all attendees that a video and audio recording is 
being made of this meeting." 
 

B. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
D. ROLL CALL 

 
  PRESENT 
  Hon. Mayor Daniel Bianchi 
  Alfred Barbalunga, Chair 
  James Conant 
  Daniel Elias 
  Terry Kinnas 
  Katherine Yon 
 
  ABSENT 
  Kathleen Amuso 
 
  Chairperson Barbalunga declared a quorum. 
 
II. A. PARTICIPATION BY THE PUBLIC 
 
  William Sturgeon, 58 Williams Street, wanted to know why his radio program was 

cancelled before it was aired.  He said he knew some people were displeased with 
some of the comments and reports he made on his previous radio show.  He said he 
wants more students to be involved in his radio show.  Mr. Sturgeon wants the School 
Committee to get to the bottom of this issue, to find out the truth and bring closure to 
this issue tonight. 

   
  Arnold Perras, 115 Washington Mountain Road, Dalton, MA, spoke in support of 

William Sturgeon and his radio program.  He said veterans are in support of Bill 
Sturgeon’s program.  He told the Committee to remember the First Amendment - 
Freedom of Speech. 

 
B. COMMUNICATION BY THE CHAIR 
 

Chairperson Barbalunga expressed condolences to the Amuso and Archey families on 
behalf of the School Committee.  He told everyone school will be starting on 
September 4th so enjoy the rest of their vacation.    
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C. PARTICIPATION BY SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
 

Terry Kinnas spoke about the way the School Committee packet was set up.  He 
wants the format changed.  He was unhappy that his item was placed after the 
Discussion on the Superintendent Search Process and made a motion to move his 
item.   
 
Motion by Terry Kinnas, seconded by Daniel Elias, to move 4A in front of the 
Superintendent Search Process, was by roll call vote defeated by a tie vote, with 
Mayor Bianchi, Daniel Elias and Terry Kinnas casting yes votes and Chairperson 
Barbalunga, James Conant and Katherine Yon casting nay votes. 
 
Mr. Kinnas voiced his concerns over the proposals from various companies submitted 
by Superintendent Noseworthy.  He wants community involvement as well as focus 
groups to participate in the process.  He said there has been no input on the 
companies.   
 
Daniel Elias wanted an update on the School Building Needs Commission.  He 
reviewed a recent document on School Choice and wanted to know if the PR 
campaign done last year helped reduce the numbers of students leaving the district.  
He also wants to see another PR campaign done again this year to continue to 
promote our schools and the district. 
 
Mayor Bianchi hoped the children, teachers and staff have a wonderful year and is 
looking forward to working with them again this year.   
 
Katherine Yon made the following statement for the record on Executive Session 
minutes: 
 
 “There has been some recent commentary suggesting that this committee has been 
secret or has been trying to be secretive with regard to those minutes. I can assure 
everyone we have been nothing but forthright and straightforward with the Executive 
Session minutes. As a matter of fact, I was responsible for some of those minutes, 
and when I found myself in that position, I did consult with our attorney to make sure 
they were being done appropriately. He actually reviewed the minutes and assured 
me they were. He also stated that these Executive Session minutes should be 
approved in Executive Session and not made public until the issues have been 
resolved. “ 
 
Katherine Yon had a brief conversation with State Representative Tricia Farley-
Bouvier and believes that she has some information.  She would like to meet with her 
get that information and report back to the School Committee. 
 
James Conant is also concerned that the School Building Needs Commission has not 
met.  He said Pittsfield is reaching a critical point in time and does not want to miss out 
on this opportunity. Mr. Conant said other districts around us are either modernizing or 
building and that Pittsfield will be the only one that does nothing.  He said the 
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Committee needs to be updated on the latest status with the School Building Needs 
Commission. 

 
D. REPORTS OF SUBCOMMITTEES 

 
NONE 

 
III. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS – ROUTINE MATTERS 
 
 A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
  Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

approve the minutes of July 30, 2012, as outlined in Enclosure No. 1, was by vote 
unanimously approved. 

 
 B. ACCEPTANCE OF PERSONNEL REPORT 
 
  Terry Kinnas questioned Lucas Polidoro participating on the interview committee that 

interviewed Barry Grauman since he had left the district. 
 
  Katherine Yon made a statement that Lucas Polidoro is her nephew and believes the 

interview was conducted prior to Mr. Polidoro’s leaving the district. 
 
  Terry Kinnas questioned Jessica Harvey’s placement on the salary schedule.  He 

wants to know how people are put on higher salary steps with no experience or after 
having worked only part time.  

 
  Mr. Cote said Ms. Harvey worked full time days at Berkshire Works and part-time 

nights at the Adult Learning Center. 
 
  Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant that the School Committee 

accept the Personnel Report, as outlined in Enclosure No. 2, was by vote unanimously 
approved (see Pages 10-14). 

 
IV. INFORMATION AND PROPOSALS 
 

A. REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT 
 

Superintendent Noseworthy…. 
 
• Introduced Anna-Stina Wardlaw, new principal at Conte Community School, who 

said she was thrilled to be here, overwhelmed by the warm welcome and that the 
teachers were in their rooms getting ready for the first day of school; 

• Thanked the custodians for the great job they did getting the schools ready, 
especially with working around summer programs; 

• Toured summer programs with Dr. Crowe; 
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• Sent letter out to parents introducing himself, as well as sending out the Free and 
Reduced lunch applications and reminded parents to get those application back 
tomorrow; 

• Announced some events taking place during the week of August 26: 
 August 27 and 28 – New Teacher Orientation 
 August 29 – Paraprofessional Training 
 August 30 and 31 – Opening Day Programs 
• Taped a message for the Orientation ; 
• Thanked Shawn Serre for important information about PCTV and its programming; 
• Met with Alicia Couture, Chief Czerwinski, Chief Wynn and Buddy Sheran on 

Emergency Planning; 
• Thanked Sheriff Bowler for arranging a crew to spread mulch at the elementary 

schools and for arranging for him to tour the JRC; 
• Ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held in September for Allendale’s new playground. 

 
Terry Kinnas asked Superintendent Noseworthy if he knew who was responsible for 
the painting of the crosswalks near Herberg.  Mayor Bianchi said that Peter Bruneau 
had the sidewalks painted.  Mr. Kinnas asked that Mr. Breaneau be thanked. 
 

 Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 
accept Superintendent Noseworthy’s report, was by vote unanimously approved. 

 
 B. PRESENTATION ON ALL-AMERICAN CITY AWARD 
 
  John Bissell, Chair of Berkshire Priorities, explained the application process for the All 

American Cities Award and the number of agencies involved in preparing the 
application.  He said the focus of the award is to make sure every student in the Pittsfield 
Public Schools is proficient in reading by third grade.  Kristine Hazzard, Executive 
Director of Berkshire United Way, told the Committee that Pittsfield was one of 124 cities 
across the country that applied for the award.  She said, while there is no money 
attached to the award, it puts Pittsfield on the map and gives Pittsfield more exposure for 
other opportunities.  They thanked the School Committee for their support and 
commitment to children. 

 
  Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

accept the presentation by Kristine Hazzard and John Bissell on the All-American City 
Award, was by vote unanimously approved. 

 
 C. PRESENTATION ON WTBR RADIO STATION 
 
   John Vosburgh, Principal of Taconic High School, introduced Larry Kratka, WTBR 

Advisor, who provided an overview on Taconic’s Radio Station, WTBR.  He said WTBR 
has changed students’ lives, given them self-confidence and self-esteem.  He said over 
the years there have been students from PHS and Wahconah Regional High School on 
the program, as well as SPED students.  Mr. Kratka provided an overview of the 
changes made to the studio over the last six years, as well as new equipment added, 
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noting that a lot equipment was donated by Vox Communications.  Mr. Kratka talked 
about voice tracking by students from PHS as a means for them to have air time on the 
station.  He discussed his budget as well as some of the fundraisers held to get money 
for equipment.   

 
   Mr. Kratka said the studio is up to FCC regulations and is also used as an Emergency 

Activation System.  He said warnings are broadcast directly from the national weather 
system. 

 
   Committee members asked questions on indemnification, funding, student supervision, 

course credit, licensing fees, security and adult participation on the program.  Mr. Kratka 
responded to questions for the Committee members.  Mr. Elias wants the administration 
to look into granting credits for this program. 

 
   Mr. Kratka responded to Mr. Sturgeon’s allegations/comments on his program.  He said 

he met with Superintendent Eberwein and has spoken to Chairperson Barbalunga.    He 
said the decision to put Mr. Sturgeon’s program back on the air was up to the School 
Committee and Superintendent.  

 
   Several students talked about their experiences working on WTBR.   
 
   Recommended Action: 
   That the School Committee accept the presentation by Larry Kratka on Taconic’s Radio 

Station, WTBR, was by vote unanimously approved. 
 
 D. DISCUSSION ADULT LEARNING CENTER 
 
   School Business Administrator, Kristen Behnke, updated the Committee on the events 

that had taken place relevant to the Adult Learning Center lease.  She said the lease 
was approved by the School Committee and City Council.  A complaint was filed with the 
Attorney General’s Office by Massery’s attorney on the awarding of the bid but was 
denied.   An injunction was filed by Massery’s attorney and the contract was denied. 

 
   A second bid has gone out with a deadline of August 27.  A thorough review of the bids 

will be conducted and a recommendation will be made at the September 19th meeting.  
She said the use of Hibbard School as a site was looked, and officials are waiting to see 
what it will cost to renovate the building for classrooms.  Mayor Bianchi said Hibbard is 
owned by the City may be possible for a longer term solution.  In the meantime, the 
Adult Learning Center will begin school at 151 North Street. 

 
   Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

accept the presentation on the Adult Learning Center, as presented by Ms. Behnke, was 
by vote unanimously approved. 

 
 
 
 

E. DISCUSSION ON SUPERINTENDENT’S SEARCH PROCESS 
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Superintendent Noseworthy explained the data he had gathered for the School 
Committee, along with a range of costs associated with advertising the position.   He 
provided information of four service providers who could assist with the search and a 
potential timeline to follow.  He said he is looking for direction from the School 
Committee as to how to proceed. 
 
Chairperson Barbalunga suggested allowing Superintendent Noseworthy to run point on 
this and report back to the School Committee.  He feels the School Committee should 
interview the top two candidates and make a decision. 
 
Mr. Elias advocated for an internal search first and made a motion to do so. 
 
Motion by Daniel Elias to conduct an internal search first was not seconded and thus 
failed to carry. 
 
Terry Kinnas said he looked at the documents provided by Superintendent on the 
service providers and said he would not go with any of them.  He wants the community, 
private citizens and business people involved in the search process. He wants input from 
the whole community to see what they are looking for.  Mr. Kinnas said he wants to see 
the success rate of the service providers.  He said he is worried about MCAS scores and 
School Choice. 

 
Mayor Bianchi asked how Mr. Kinnas would get the community involved.  Mr. Kinnas 
suggested involving the Chamber of Commerce and forming focus group.  Mayor 
Bianchi does not want to derail the process and suggested moving forward and at the 
same time have Mr. Kinnas form focus groups and hold public meetings and come back 
to the committee to let they know what the public is looking for.   
 
Superintendent Noseworthy reviewed some of the information provided by the service 
providers and said he had experience in conducting superintendent searches.  He said 
he had no problem running this search, while still attending to his other duties. 
 
The Committee discussed various ways of handling the search, costs associated with 
running the search, forming focus groups, setting a salary range, and doing an RFP.   
The Committee will discuss what criteria they are looking for and salary range at a future 
meeting. 
 
Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 
authorize Kristin Behnke, to bring forward a draft RFP for the Superintendent Search 
service provider, was by vote unanimously approved. 
 
Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by Daniel Elias, that the School Committee to have 
Dr. Noseworthy or his designee work together to run point for the Superintendent 
Search, was by vote unanimously approved (see Pages 15-66). 
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Motion by Mayor Bianchi, seconded by Daniel Elias, that the School Committee take 
Item 6C out of order, was by vote unanimously approved. 
 
Frank Cote talked about the house building project and the steps taken to advertise to 
get approval for this project.  He said this project will afford the students an opportunity 
to gain technical knowledge as well as 21st Century skills.   He said all the skills that the 
carpentry students are learning tie in with Strand 2 of the Career Technical Carpentry  
State Frameworks. 
 
Katherine Yon asked how many applicants there were.  Mr. Cote said there were two, 
one for a renovation and one for a complete building project.  Those involved with the 
project believed that building a house would afford a more comprehensive learning 
experience.  Ms. Yon also asked if there was a conflict of interest because the applicant 
chosen was an employee of the Pittsfield Public Schools.  Mr. Cote said that he had 
consulted with HR, who then spoke with our attorney to make sure there was no conflict. 
 
James Conant wanted to make sure all components were met. 
 
Terry Kinnas voiced his concerns on the project.  He said the City Solicitor did not sign 
off on the project; they were not following the City Charter; and there was no guarantee 
of financing.  Mr. Kinnas said there were inconsistencies with the advertisement and 
paperwork.  He said he would be contacting the City Solicitor’s office, as well as the 
Attorney General’s office. 
 
Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by Daniel Elias, that the School Committee approve 
the 2012-2013 House Building Project, as outlined in Enclosure No. 8, was by vote 
approved 5-1, with Terry Kinnas casting a dissenting vote (see Pages 67-84). 

 
Motion by Katherine You, seconded by Daniel Elias to return to regular order of business, was 
by vote unanimously approved. 
 
F. PROPOSALS FROM TERRY KINNAS 

• SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH PROCESS 
 
Terry Kinnas withdrew Item 4A. 
 
• BUDGET PROCESS 
 
Terry Kinnas said he would like to change the budget process that is currently in place 
and to begin the budget process in September.   He wants to look at each operational 
unit.  Mr. Kinnas outlined the process he would like put in place.  Mr. Kinnas is looking 
at fiduciary responsibility and doing due diligence.   
 
Superintendent Noseworthy said he has already looked at the budget and had 
discussions with Kristen Behnke on the budget.  He will begin the process by looking at 
the budget calendar when he returns from his trip.  
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Motion by Terry Kinnas, seconded by Daniel Elias, that the School Committee to table 
and revise this and look at the Superintendent’s plan, was by vote approved, 4-2, with 
Chairperson Barbalunga and Katherine Yon opposed (see Page 85). 

 
V. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS – UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

A. APPROVAL OF REVISED 2012-2013 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
  
 Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

approve the revised 2012-2013 School Calendar, as outlined in Enclosure No. 5, was 
by vote unanimously approved (see Page 86). 

 
VI. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS – NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. APPROVAL OF 2012-2013 SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING CALENDAR 
 

 Terry Kinnas had concerns that the proposed calendar was in did not comply with the 
School Committee Policy SC-15.  Chairperson Barbalunga suggested bringing this 
item to the Policy Subcommittee.  This item was tabled to the next meeting.  Attorney 
Duperé was present to respond to questions from Committee members on the 
calendar.  He suggested that the School Committee waive the provisions of the policy 
and vote on the calendar. 

 
 Motion by Mayor Bianchi, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

table this item, was by vote unanimously approved (see Page 87).   
 
B. APPROVAL OF VOTING DELEGATE TO ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL COMMITTEES 
 

This item was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 
continue the voting of an approved voting delegate to the Annual Business Meeting of 
the Massachusetts Association of School Committees and an alternate delegate, was 
by vote unanimously approved (see Pages 88-91). 

 
C. APPROVAL OF HOUSE-BUILDING PROJECT 
 
 THIS ITEM WAS TAKEN OUT OF ORDER. 
 
D. APPROVAL OF TUITION RATES FOR THE 2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR 

 
 Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

approve the tuition rates for the 2012-2013 School Calendar, as outlined in Enclosure 
No. 9, was by vote unanimously approved (see Page 92). 
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E. APPROVAL OF FY’13 SUBSTITUTE RATES 
 
 Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

approve the FY’13 Substitute Rates, as outlined in Enclosure No. 10, was by vote 
unanimously approved (see Page 93). 

 
F. ACCEPTANCE OF NEW SCHOLARSHIP 
 
 Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 

accept the Joseph J. Pizzonia, Jr. Memorial Scholarship, as outlined in the 
Administrative Memorandum and Enclosure No. 11, was by vote unanimously 
approved (see Page 94). 

 
VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

A. ITEMS OF NEGOTIATION 
 

Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee go 
into Executive Session pursuant to M.G. L. c. 30A, s. 21(a)(3) to discuss strategies 
with respect to collective bargaining with the United Educators of Pittsfield because an 
open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining position of the Pittsfield 
Public Schools, was by roll call vote unanimously approved. 
 
The School Committee went into Executive Session 9:20 p.m. 
 
Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee 
return to the regular order of business, was by roll call vote unanimously approved. 
 
The School Committee returned to the regular order of business at 10:06 p.m. 

 
  Let the record show that two votes were taken in Executive Session. 
 

VIII. FUTURE BUSINESS 
 

A. Next Meeting Scheduled for Wednesday, September 5, 2012, 6:00 P.M. Pittsfield High 
School, Library 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Katherine Yon, seconded by James Conant, that the School Committee be 
adjourned was by vote unanimously approved. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:07 p.m. 

 
  RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
  KATHERINE YON  


